
 

 

ICON ANNUAL MEETING 
Maldaner’s Restaurant 

December 12, 2016 
 
Following a social time Carol welcomed everyone.  
 
Guest Speaker 
Outreach Chair Marty Vandiver introduced our speaker for the evening, Mercy Davison, 
City Planner, City of Normal.  
Mercy’s program included how she got to be the City Planner (her degrees are in 
journalism and law), what she does as the City Planner, and what the City of Normal has 
accomplished.  Interesting information she presented included:  
 She explained what responsibilities the Regional Planning Commission handles.  

Her team meets weekly with the Regional Planning Commission   
 She talked about the Uptown Plan and how they have improved that area.  They 

have improved the traffic flow and drainage.  Brought new development to 
downtown Normal including 2 new hotels.  This new development occurred on the 
north side of the tracks.  They feel it is now time to move to the south side of the 
tracks.  This will require a rail underpass.  This is a long process. 

 Normal has a City Planner who has held that position for 15 years.  
 She also talked about transportation, and the growing necessary to address bike 

paths.  She said when the high speed rail goes through people will be able to go 
from Normal to Chicago in 90 minutes.  About the same as some people drive 
from the suburbs to work.  She talked about their new transportation center which 
included Amtrak and local buses.   

 She said that their conclusion is that they can no longer provide services for a city 
reaching further and further out and need to address redevelopment the inner city. 

 She said they hired very good consultants and the did not ignore their advice. 
 Mercy answered questions. 
 Normal has a population of 54,000 and Bloomington about 80,000. 
 She said they created their first TIF district in 2002.  Now there are now three 

others. 
 
ICON 2016 Recap 
Carol reviewed ICON’s accomplishments of the year which included the problem property 
ordinance and the chronic nuisance ordinance. She said 3 ICON members and 3 city 
employees attended the Regional Neighborhood Network Conference. She said ICON 
members visited Peoria to talk with officials about their presentation at the Conference . 
ICON 2017 
For the next year Carol said ICON will continue the City Council Watch.  ICON is taking 
part in the update of the Comprehensive Plan, an important tool in interpreting and 
enforcing Zoning.   
She said that ICON will be hosting a Ward 6 candidate form and possibly be making an 
endorsement.  ICON plans to host a “be on the ballot”.   ICON will have representatives 
at the 2017 Regional Neighborhood Network Conference in Evansville Indiana. 
 
  



 

 

Steering Committee Members 2017 Election 
Darrel Riffey presented the slate of officers for a two year term 2017 - 2018.  The slate 
was seconded and passed with a unanimous vote. 
 Chair   Carol Kneedler 
 Vice Chair   Polly Poskin 
 Parliamentarian  Marty Vandiver 
 At Large  Michael Higgins 
 At Large  Jess Weitzel 
Continuing are: 
 Secretary  Suzie Weissberg 
 Treasurer  Darrell Riffey 
 At Large  Jamie Adaire 
 
Good Neighbor Awards 
 Good Neighborhood Award - Individual.  Doris Turner, Ward 3, Alderman, City 

of Springfield presented by Carol Kneedler. 
 Good Neighborhood Award - Organization. First Church of the Brethern presented 

by Polly Poskin. 
 Good Neighborhood Award - Business. Goodenow Insurance Agency, Inc. 

presented by Suzie Weissberg and Kerry Noonan Lewis. 
 
Carol acknowledged Aldermen and City Officials present. Carol thanked sponsors for their 
support of ICON and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Weissberg, Secretary 


