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Twenty one aldermanic candidates participated in the January 26, 2015 public forum sponsored by 
ICON and community partner organizations; Downtown Springfield Inc. (DSI), Sustainable Design 
Assessment Team (SDAT), and MacArthur Boulevard Association (MBA). ICON Chair Carol Kneedler 
gave a brief introduction indicating the forum’s goal to identify aldermanic candidates who will be 
visionary leaders working to improve the quality of life in Springfield’s older neighborhoods. 

The forum agenda involved partner and neighborhood leaders asking questions (11 total) related to 
seven issues of interest to ICON and its community partners. All candidates voted by a show of hands 
whether they would support the issues or not. Votes were tallied to be included in a published report 
before the February 24, 2015 Primary Election. For each question, some candidates had the opportunity 
to state their position for up to two minutes each. All candidates were given an opportunity to address 
issues in more detail during the forum. 

Issue 1 - Responsible Property Ownership 
Question 1 
Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement Association President Michelle Higginbotham asked, “Would 
you support a registration program for non-owner occupied properties?” 
Sam Cahnman of Ward 5 stated that the city would need to follow-up after the three year monitoring 
period expired. 

Question 2 
Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association President Judy Ingham asked, “Would you support a change to 
increase the number of housing inspectors in the city from the current four inspectors?” 
There was considerable support for this idea as long as the increase would not significantly add to 
personnel costs. Joe Mc Menamin wanted the number of inspectors increased to five. Other candidates 
mentioned using improved technology to deal with this issue. 

Issue 2 – A Cleaner Springfield 
Question 3 
Springfield Area Landlords Association Treasurer Tony Nudo asked, “Would you support collecting 
garbage fees through CWLP?” 
A wide variety of opinions emerged on this issue; Sarah Pavlik of Ward 7 was open to the concept of 
CWLP fee collection, but would solicit opinions from Ward 7 residents. Doris Turner from Ward 3 
wanted to match CWLP customers with waste hauler customer records. Jim Donelan and Tony 
Smarjesse of Ward 9 proposed allowing sharing of service for individuals with small amounts of 
garbage. 

Issue 3 – Visionary City Leadership 
Question 4 
SDAT Chair Lisa Stott asked, “Would you be in favor of hiring a City Planner with specific expertise 
and training in city and urban planning?” 
While there was unanimous support for the concept of a city planner, a number of candidates expressed 
concerns about adding personnel costs to a tight city budget. Cory Jobe wanted to restructure city 
government to free up money for a City Planner, while Phil Chiles from Ward 10 pointed out that a City 
Planner position by itself is not enough; more aggressive economic development is also needed. 

Issue 4 – Neighborhood-Friendly Zoning 
The topic of included four questions because of zoning’s major impact on the character and property 
values of residential neighborhoods and commercial areas.  

 



Question 5 
Historic West Side Neighborhood Association Member Bryan Johnsrud asked, “As an alderman, will 
you participate in training offered by the Regional Planning Commission to understand zoning and the 
impact of City Council zoning decisions on residents of Springfield?” 
Candidates unanimously supported zoning training. 

Question 6 
MBA Member David Farrell asked, “Would you support establishing zoning overlays to address specific 
problems of older commercial corridors?” 
Several candidates wanted to grandfather - in established businesses and apply the overlays to new 
commercial entities. 

Question 7 
Aristocracy Hill Member and Judge John Taylor Home Project Leader Sue Massie asked, “Would you 
vote in favor of an updated 2020 Comprehensive plan that defines land use for specific areas of the City 
by incorporating neighborhood master plans?” 
There was a unanimous yes vote on this question, but the discussion indicated some confusion on the 
part of the candidates. After some clarification, most candidates strongly favored getting more 
neighborhood input into the Comprehensive Plan. 

Question 8 
Historic Westside Neighborhood Association President Carrie Becker asked, “Would you vote to uphold 
zoning ordinances that honor the character and integrity of residential neighborhoods and 
neighborhood master plans?” 
Kris Theilen of Ward 8 indicated that he worked with neighborhoods to determine the best approach for 
the area. He cited the redevelopment of a dilapidated nursing home in Knox Knolls. 

Issue 5 – Transportation Planning 
Question 9 
Harvard Park Neighborhood Association Member Kevin Milhelcic asked, “Do you support bicycle lanes 
and trails that connect commercial areas, jobs, residences, and recreation in all areas of the city?” 
Again there was a unanimous yes vote and a number of candidates comments supporting projects in 
various sectors throughout the city. Michael Higgins from Ward 7 supports a complete streets plan to 
include multiple transportation options; pedestrians cycling, autos and commercial trucks. 

Issue 6 – Maintaining Our Investment in Infrastructure 
Question 10 
Downtown Springfield, Inc. Executive Directory Victoria Ringer asked, “Would you vote in favor of 
additional infrastructure improvements and maintenance beyond the current 3-year plan?” 
There was another unanimous yes vote, with a number of candidates speaking on the necessity of 
continuing infrastructure programs to benefit future Springfield development. 

Issue 6 – Neighborhood Revitalization 
Question 10 
Lincoln Park Neighborhood Association President and Oak Ridge Cemetery Foundation President Jen 
Aholt asked, “Would you support consolidated access to City resources and an increased focus on 
neighborhood revitalization by having City Inspectors, City Police and City Legal work together as part 
of a Neighborhood Revitalization Department?” 
Several candidates voiced concern with additional personnel costs to the city, but Doris Turner of Ward 
3 pointed out that a new department would not necessarily be needed. Michael Higgins indicated that the 
City of Peoria is approaching Neighborhood Revitalization by using existing staff in creative ways. 
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