
 
 

 
 

ICON - Regular Meeting - October 24, 2016 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

Carol Kneedler called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Members Present: Bill Baskett (LPNA),  Carrie Becker (HWSNA), Kurt DeWeese 
(HWSNA), Arlene Flurry (VHNA), Rianne Hawkins, Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Kerri 
Noonan Lewis (LPNA), Dee Nelson (VHNA), Lynn McMenamin (Ward 7), Kevin 
Milhelcic (Harvard Park), Paul O’Shea, Polly Poskin (Harvard Park), Darrel Riffey, 
Sharon Riffey, Ernie Slotag (CCNA), Jill Steiner (YMCA), Leza Ulrich (SALA, Harvard 
Park), Marty Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA)  
Guests:  Julie Dirksen (MBA), Loretta Durbin (MBA), Chris Richmond (Fire Marshall), 
John Kelker (United Way), Dave Steward (SIU School of Medicine, Abby Powell (City of 
Springfield) 
 
Minutes of the August meeting were approved. 
Darrell Riffey, Treasurer, reported a balance of $3,798.46 and a total of 28 members.  25 
regular, 1 organization, 1 business and 1 lifetime. 
 
Steering Committee 
 The steering committee will be visiting Peoria on November 14th to study their 

police and problem property procedures that we heard about at RNNC. 
 Steering committee discussed the possibility of a “Be on the Ballot workshop”. 

Rochester had one and it seems like a good idea. The Election is in 2019, but most 
of the work would be done in 2018. 

City Council 
 Chair Sharon Riffey said Cory Jobe is moving to Chicago and will be resigning. 
 The new Chronic Nuisance Property ordinance, 2016-411passed 10 - 0. It adds 

ordinance violations to the current criminal violations. 
Annual Meeting / Party 
 Marty announced that the Normal City Planner is checking her schedule and will let 

him know this week if she can be our speaker for the Annual meeting. 
 Everything is set for Maldaner’s first floor on December 12th. 
 Nominations for the Good Neighbor award will be accepted through the end of 

October.  Tickets are available for $30.00.   
Other ICON Updates 
Carol attended the Faith Coalition’s Annual Fundraiser dinner on Oct. 15. 
She will be speaking at the Historic West Side meeting on October 27th. 
She is meeting with Sheri Pittman from the Community Relations Department to finalize 
the co-branded version of Creating a Neighborhood Association. 
Carol reported on the Comprehensive Plan working group; they will be having the first 
public hearing soon. 
 
Regional Neighborhood Network Conference Forum 
Carol Kneedler, Polly Poskin and Marty Vandiver, ICON members, and Abby Powell, 
Business Projects and TIF Manager, Office of Planning and Economic Development for 
the City, presented a program in the form of a report from the Regional Neighborhood 



 
 

 
 

Network Conference. The City sent two additional employees to the conference; Megan 
Eairhart and Lauren Gibson. The conference is organized by 24 Midwest cities.  The Next 
conference will be October 5 - 7 in Evansville, Indiana. 
 Community Policing Forum on Thursday night that was very interesting. (Carol) 
 The Mayors of Champaign and Urbana were the keynote speakers. The Mayor of 

Urbana said they attributed a 70% reduction in crime over the past 12 years in large 
part to a rental property registration and inspections. 

 Three redevelopments were discussed.  Bristol Place, Crystal View and Highland 
Greens. All three projects are very environmentally friendly, driven by the City. 

 Bristol Place is mixed residential housing development being built around a small 
park. The first goal of the project is to “do no harm.” The city did a neighborhood 
wellness review. The international publisher of sports books is headquartered in the 
neighborhood and has leased adjacent property that the company maintains, to the 
park district for $1/year. The redevelopment project covers 23 acres. They began 
planning in 2007-2008, adopted a plan in 2011, and are still acquiring property. 
Funding sources are secured and they are hiring a developer. Most of the funding 
was Federal, but they also levied a utility tax on the entire city and it was used just 
for this redevelopment project. They looked for a cluster of vacant and city owned 
property. There was no organized neighborhood participation; some residents 
chose to move and others intend to come back. 

 Marty talked about the Crystal View development which is located next to Crystal 
Lake Park.   

 Finally they talked about Highland Greens. It started in 2008, was stalled due to the 
recession and then re-started smaller. 

 Regarding the Springfield’s Comprehensive Plan Carol said that they are having 
trouble with the Park District giving them information.  In Champaign/Urbana 
there was a lot of working together.  It was very impressive. 

 Marty passed out a brochure from Keep America Beautiful that he got at the 
Conference. The cost to join is on a tier system; Springfield’s size would require 
$4,000 to join. After the first year the annual fee is $300.00. There was discussion 
regarding membership. Possibly there might be some sources that would be willing 
to share the cost with the city, although there was a comment that the City could 
afford $4,000 to join.   

 Carol said that in Peoria they have a special team with code enforcement and police 
working together full time. Their intent is to move code enforcement into the police 
department. Resident Officers live in the neighborhoods for free and do not have to 
work over 40 hours per week as an incentive. They look for health issues, illegal 
activity and safety issues. They use door hangers, handouts, mascots and videos for 
communication and positive reinforcement. 

 Carol said many cities’ employees attended and put on workshops. Many elected 
officials also attended. 

 Abby talked about having school students paint the boarded up windows of vacant 
buildings.  She said it cut down on vandalism. 

 Kurt DeWeese said that many of these cities appear to be proactive, not complaint 
driven. 

 
Problem Properties 
Bill Basket asked who will be keeping track of violations. It is thought that City Legal will 
be doing this. There is new software to track this. We will find out how it works. 



 
 

 
 

 
Community Announcements 
 Vinegar Hill Neighborhood Association visited the Hay Edwards School and said it 

is beautiful.  Some old school pictures are on the walls. 
 Vinnie Gutpa invited people to his (annual) 78th birthday pizza party for the 

Homeless. 
 Mike Jackson sent a letter looking for support regarding YWCA and its demolition.  

Any development will need to take into account the Town Branch, which currently 
has a main sewer line, under the block. 

 Chris Richmond reported that the American Red Cross, the Springfield Fire 
Department and the United Way visited all 625 residences in Iles Park area and 
installed 60 smoke alarms and have added an additional 20 to 30 by appointment. 

 Carrie Becker said the Historic West Side meets this Thursday and Carol will be the 
speaker. 

 
Next meeting, Monday, November 21, 2016. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Weissberg, ICON Secretary 
 


