
 
 

 
 

ICON - Regular Meeting - May 23, 2016 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

Carol Kneedler called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Members Present: Jamie Adair (Bunn), Bill Baskett (LPNA), Arlene Flury (VHNA) Michael 
Higgins (MBA), Bryan Johnsrud (HWSNA), Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Paul O’Shea, Darrell & 
Sharon Riffey (HWSNA, The Avenue), Ernie Slotag (CCNA), Leza Ulrich (SALA, Harvard 
Park),  Marty Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA) Terry Young (Trevi Gardens) 

Guests:  Officer Ed Higginson, Neighborhood Police Officer, Tamika Gibson, Anne Logue, Jim 
Johnston, Jess Weitzel from Sustainable Springfield; Elizabeth Scrafford, Sierra Club 

Suzie Weissberg provided minutes from the April meeting, which were approved. Darrell Riffey 
gave the treasurer’s report.  The balance is $3,708.46. 

Steering Committee Meeting on Sunday, May 22nd, update included: 
- Planning for the Annual meeting to be held on December 12th at Maldner’s Restaurant.  

The Tickets will be $25.00 and will be available for purchase beginning in October. 
- RNNC to be held in Champaign Sept 29-Oct 1.  We will review the event for the public 

at our October 24 meeting.   
- A request for ICON to serve as a clearinghouse for Toxic Charity. 
- City Council will be voting on a TIF for Horace Mann. 

Problem Properties Ordinances 
- Carol reported on the problem properties ordinance. One ordinance has been pulled and 

the other will be adjusted based on recommendations from the Realtors, who suggested 
adding ordinance violations to the existing Chronic Nuisance Ordinance. 

- Marty Vandiver has spend a lot of time reviewing what other cities do regarding problem 
properties, registering and inspecting housing.  He will be writing a report to present to 
the Alderman. 

Other Updates 
- Infrastructure opinion piece in SJ-R by Fred Coombe – ICON wrote a blog post 

supporting infrastructure funding. 
- Carol attended first of three CWLP public meetings. The meeting was well-attended with 

lots of questions; very informative. 
- Carol is serving on the committee to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
- ICON has created 2 guides for neighborhood associations: a Quick Guide to City Council 

and How to Create a Neighborhood Association.  The Office of Community Relations is 
currently adding topics on safety and Nextdoor and co-branding the Neighborhood 
Association document, which will be linked to the City website. 

- ICON wrote a blog post on the Springfield Chamber Survey / Evaluation of District 186 
that evaluated business perceptions of District 186 and compared those to actual 
conditions in the school district. Within the post is a link to the full report. 

City Council 
- Sharon Riffey reported that the Springfield Salvation Army will have a new leader, 

Joshua Stansbury. He is coming from North Dakota. 
- She reported Jim Kuzin, long time city employee, has been named Director of Human 



 
 

 
 

Resources. 
- The Council is reviewing how to handle CWLP’S rate restructuring surplus.  The 

options are to keep all 100 per cent for future EPA and Environmental costs.  Or to put 
75 per cent in reserve and return 25 percent to customers on their bills.  Contact your 
Alderman with your comments. 

Outreach 
Marty Vandiver reported we have 23 members, two received from our recent letter. 

Guest Speakers 
Officer Ed Higginson, Neighborhood Police Officer, provided interesting and informative 
information. The NPO program started in 1996 with a goal of addressing long-term issues in 
neighborhoods. There are 8 Neighborhood Police Officers and 8 beats. He provided a map of the 
beats, including a list of the NPO Officers. If your Association needs to create or update your 
Neighborhood Watch they will be glad to help. He discussed situations that come up and indicted 
that different areas of the City have different issues. He said neighborhoods could be helpful in 
knowing where issues are and keeping track of them and having neighborhood events to promote 
neighborhood relationships and communication to work together.  He answered questions. 

Tamika Gibson and Anne Logue from Sustainable Springfield  

Tamika talked about their Green Business Network Awards, which will be presented June 29 at 
Inspired Art Gallery. They have a Google Map that identifies green businesses in Springfield.  
To be listed, a business must meet at least two items on their checklist. 

Anne Logue talked about their Urban Canopy program. Anne presented a slideshow, and talked 
about the first focus are of the program, Clear Lake Avenue. They are currently in the process of 
getting buy-in from owners of property on Clear Lake. She talked about our newly certified city 
arborist, the benefits of trees to cities, using native trees, and the need for a tree replacement 
policy since Springfield has 23% tree cover, but a desirable target for most cities is 30%, with 
some cities targeting 40%. Sustainable Springfield welcomes monetary donations or donations of 
labor to plant trees when they are ready. 

Announcements 
- Darrell and Sharon Riffey reported that The Avenue is having a fundraiser at the Sliders 

game on June 7th.  $4.00 of your $7.00 ticket will go to The Avenue.  Tickets must be 
purchased from a member of The Avenue.  If you purchase them at the door they will 
not be included in the fundraising.  Contact Darrell or Sharon for tickets.   

- Michael Higgins reported that there will be a Bites on the Boulevard (MacArthur 
Boulevard) on June 14th. 

- Carol said that Iles Park will have a flapjack breakfast on July 23rd. 

Next meeting is June 27th.  Speakers will be Lisa Clemmons-Stott, Downtown Springfield Inc. 
and Katie Davidson, Springfield Business Incubator 

Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Weissberg, Secretary 


