
 

 

ICON - Regular Meeting - June 27, 2016 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

Carol Kneedler called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Carrie Becker (HWSNA), Arlene Flury (VHNA), David Fuchs, Michael 
Higgins (MBA), Juan Huerta (Springfield Community Relations), Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Dee 
Nelson (VHNA), Paul O’Shea, Polly Poskin (Harvard Park), Darrell & Sharon Riffey 
(HWSNA, The Avenue), Jill Steiner (The Oaks), Lisa Clemmons-Stott (DSI), Marty Vandiver 
(Knox Knoles), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA) Terry Young (Trevi Gardens) 

Guests: Chris Richmond, Jim Dixon (Faith Coalition), Tom Hutchinson (Mather & Wells), 
Ernesto Johnson (Faith Coalition), Sheila Stocks-Smith (Urban Action Network), Mike 
Trojahn (HPNA), Paula Trojahn (HPNA), Alderman Andrew Proctor (Ward 5) 

Carol welcomed everyone and reminded them to be sure to sign in. 
 
The minutes were approved.  
Darrell Riffey gave the Treasurers report.  Balance is $3,728.46. 
 
The Illinois Times articles about city planning, one from Paul O’Shea, and a letter to the editor 
from ICON supporting city planning, were passed around, as was an article about trees and our 
May speaker, Anne Logue, from Sustainable Springfield. 

 
Carol is serving on the committee to update the Comprehensive Plan. She is one of five or six 
citizen members. The last plan was in 2000. ICON’s July meeting monthly meeting will be a 
workshop for neighborhood leaders to provide input.  A survey is also being planned. 
 
Carol reminded us the Regional Neighborhood Network conference will be held in September 
and will soon be open for registration.  The link is www.2016NRNNC.org.   
 
Carl said that she spoke at the June 7 Council meeting in support of the Pioneer Park 
Neighborhood regarding Gold’s Gym property. 
 
The Council passed the Ordinance regarding residency requirements for city employees.  The 
ICON Steering Committee confirmed a previous vote in 2014 not to take a stand on this issue. 
 
Problem Properties:  2016-099 will go before the council on July 5. The other is being 
rewritten based on recommendations from the Realtors, who suggested adding ordinance 
violations to the existing Chronic Nuisance Ordinance. ICON will speak in support. 
 
Garbage Ordinance 2016-223, “shell bill” will have amendments from Alds Redpath & 
Theilen, primarily with rate increases for the haulers. Other amendments are expected for 
policy changes to help clean up the city. ICON will speak in favor of policy changes. 
There was more discussion about garbage. 
 
Sharon Riffey said that the City has purchased lots for taxes.  She questioned if anyone knew 
what the City was going to do with them. 

http://www.2016nrnnc.org/


 

 

 
Carol said that there is a meeting regarding Toxic Charity June 28. ICON has been asked to be 
a clearinghouse to link neighborhoods in need of help with organizations wanting volunteer 
opportunities. ICON is exploring the possibility. Carol will meet with Michelle Higginbotham 
and Mike Waldinger about this initiative that is an outcome of the Toxic Charity Conference in 
April. Carol said she has heard some concern that this might be more work that we would want 
to take on. 
 
Marty reported that we have 26 members, which is less than last year. 
 
Marty is checking into the City Planner from Normal as a speaker for our annual 
dinner/meeting.   
 
Paul talked about historic preservation grants totaling $7,000.  August 1 is the deadline to 
apply for these grants. 
 
Two guest speakers were scheduled.  Katie Davidson, Springfield Business Incubator, had a 
conflict and could not attend, but will be a speaker later in the year. 
 
Carol introduced Lisa Clemmons Stott, Downtown Springfield, Inc.  Lisa presented a 
wonderful update of what is happing in downtown Springfield.  She had slides to go along with 
her presentation.  She updated us on new businesses moving into the down town area, 
construction and housing.  She shared ideas for bringing more people downtown.  It was very 
interesting and informative. 
 
Alderman Proctor reviewed the two ordinances regarding problem properties.  Polly thanked 
Carol for all her work on these ordinances.  Carol said it was a team effort with her, Alderman 
Proctor and Alderman Jobe, Corporation Council and the Realtors. 
 
Chris Richmond sated that the City has made a lot of progress in the last year on fire safety, 
including the demolition of Hobbs and the building in the 2100 block of South 9th Street.   
 
There was a continuation of the previous discussion regarding garbage collection and the 
proposed rate increase.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.      Next meeting July 25th. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Wessberg, Secretary 


