
 

 

ICON - Regular Meeting - November 21, 2016 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 
Carol Kneedler called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA), Polly Poskin (Harvard 
Park), Marty Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Darrel Riffey (HWSNA & The Avenue), Sharon Riffy 
(HWSNA & The Avenue), Leza Ulrich (SALA, Harvard Park), Jamie Adair (Bunn), Terry Young 
(Trevi Gardens), Paul O’Shea, Kerri Noonan Lewis (LPNA), Michael Higgins (MBA), Alderman 
Andrew Proctor (Ward 5 Alderman), Dr. Dave Steward (SIU School of Medicine, Community 
Health Round Table), Ernie Slotag (Country Club), Kevin Milhelcic (Harvard Park), Bill Castor 
(Vinegar Hill), Kristin DiCenso (Candidate Ward 6), Cathy Twyman (Vinegar Hill), Jess Weitzel 
Guests: Jim Kent (President, The Avenue - Springfield Sliders), Springfield Mayor Jim 
Langfelder, Springfield Community Relations Director Juan Huerta, Springfield Economic 
Development Director Karen Davis, Linda Dutton (Harvard Park), , Mary Hanson (SJ-R), County 
Board Lisa Hills, Dave Fuchs, Tony Leone 
 
Minutes were approved. Treasurer Darrell Riffey reported November 21 balance of $4,349.21 and 
31 members. Outreach Chair Marty Vandiver reported three membership renewals. 
Carol reported on the Steering Committee meeting held on 11/13/16. The Committee discussed 
their trip to Peoria. Carol said that at a later date they would report on their trip to Peoria.  She said 
they learned a lot from the visit. They finalized plans for the Annual meeting. Discussed the City 
Arborist, police alley cleaning, and the Comprehensive Plan update.   
 
Sharon reported on the City Council party for Corey Jobe. She said it was very nice. Carol said 
there was a picture on the web site. Upcoming items are the introduction of Alderman Barry 
Becker, budget hearings and two Ordinances for supplemental appropriations, and snow removal. 
 
Carol said problem properties are still on her “to do” list.   
Annual Meeting - Marty said the speaker for the annual meeting on 12/12/16 is Mercy Davis, the 
planner from Normal, IL. She will speak at 6:00 before dinner. The Steering Committee has 
selected the three Good Neighbor award recipients and will be putting out a press release soon. 
Tickets are available for $30.00.  Carol said that there are a limited number of tickets and there 
may not be any left if you wait to buy them at the door. 
 
Carol reviewed the work on the Comprehensive Plan, saying she is concerned that older 
neighborhoods are underrepresented in the study. There will be a hearing for public input in 
December and it’s important for neighborhoods and ICON members to attend. 
 
Our guest speaker was Mayor Jim Langfelder, who said regarding choosing a replacement for 
Alderman Jobe, he was looking for someone who knew Ward 6, was concerned about it, and 
someone that would vote his conscience. He wished the Council wouldn’t have specified that the 
interim alderman not run for election in April and implied that restriction prevented him from 
nominating the person best for the job from among the 10 people expressing interest. He 
nominated Barry Becker because of his past experience on the council and specifically budget 
experience with city budget talks upcoming. 
 
  



 

 

When asked about the current council the Mayor said he felt the current council was doing pretty 
good.  He said his policy is to give them as much information as possible and then let them make 
up their minds. He said they seem to work together better than previous councils. They have had 
some big issues to deal with. Mayor Langfelder said that the Aldermen have had to make some 
tough decisions. Like the Gold’s Gym/Salvation Army.   
Kevin asked how influential the Mayor thought ICON and other similar organizations were. The 
Mayor said he thought they were very beneficial. He gave an example of the garbage legislation.   
Liza asked the Mayor how you could enforce neighborly living and why it takes so long to get a 
response from a complaint. He said he would look into it. Polly said people junk up their yards, but 
what they are doing is not a violation, but it doesn’t look good. 
In response to questions about the upcoming city budget and the City’s financial condition, the 
Mayor provided a number of things they will be looking at, including other revenue sources.  He 
said that it will be a interesting and hard budget session. The next City elections are in 2019. 
The Mayor said the City needs to tackle growth, focus on the inner city. He said they extended the 
downtown TIF. They are working on some housing initiatives with Enos Park relating to stimulus.  
Need to grow the medical community. How can the City help them grow. The Mayor said there are 
vacant buildings downtown that need to be filled. Karen Davis said it is hard to get builders to 
build in the inner city partly because the completed structure is not worth as much.  People want 
to live in a safe neighborhood.   
Someone brought up the subject of people wanting to live outside the city because of the school 
district. The Mayor said there can be a tax on people who live outside the city but work in the city.  
It is called a “wheel tax”’ 
 
Alderman Proctor reminded us that it is budget time and said we should get out our wish lists.   
 
Juan said Helping Hands homeless shelter has opened. They have room for 50. Last night was 
their biggest night so far with 26. The shelter is located at 1015 E. Madison Street. The City 
purchased the building and has done a lot of work on it. Meals have been donated by various 
organizations and Churches. Contact helping hands if you want to donate a meal. 
 
Sangamon County Board member Lisa Hills said they have completed their budget process and 
have produced a balanced budget. She said their biggest expense is health care for inmates. She 
said the County is in good financial shape. 
 
Darrell introduced the leader of The Avenue North Grand Improvement Association, Jim Kent.  
Jim said that this Friday the Jr. Blues play at the Nelson Center. If you say you are from “The 
Avenue” you can get in for $6.00 - half price. 
 
Announcements: 
There will be an informative presentation regarding food trucks at 9:30 on December 6th at 
Innovate Springfield located on the Plaza. 
Tuesday, November 29 is National Day of Giving.  If you are inclined, St. Patrick’s School would 
appreciate a donation.  It is greatly needed. 
 
The next meeting will be Monday, January 30, 2017 when Mark Mahoney, Directory of Public 
Works talk on garbage. The February meeting will host the Ward 6 candidates. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Weissberg 


