
ICON Regular Meeting - May 22, 2017 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

PRESENT:  Jamie Adair (BPNA), Bill Basket (LPNA), Sam Cahnman (Enos Park), Bill 
Castor (VHNA), Kristin DiCenso (Alderman,Ward 6), Arlene Flury (VHNA),  David 
Fuchs, Daryl Harris (Guest Speaker), John Kelker (United Way), Carol Kneedler (Iles 
Park), Dee Nelson (VHNA), Kerri Noonan-Lewis (LPNA), Polly Poskins (Harvard Park),  
Jim Richbark, Darrell Riffey (Historic West  Side, The Avenue), Sharon Riffey (Historic 
West Side, The Avenue), Ernie Sotag (CCNA), Liza Ulrich ((Harvard Park),  Marty 
Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Suzie Weisberg (LPNA), Ann Wilhite, guest 
 
The Minutes of the April 24th meeting were approved. 
 
Darrell gave the treasurer’s report.  Our balance is $1,643.87 and we have 49 members. 
 
Carol reported on the Steering Committee meeting.   
 
Sharon gave the City Council report.  She said that Missy Buscher, a member of ICON 
and the City Treasurer, has made a lot of money for the city by putting City funds in 
various banks. 
 
She said that Suzie-Q is being remodeled and will now be MJ Fish.  The former location 
of the Surveyors Museum will become a SPA, and construction begins on the Kids 
Museum on July 1st.   
 
Carol talked about the changes to the Large Scale Development definition voted on by 
the City Council.  She explained the changes.  She said that the council acted in 8 days 
with very limited input from the public.  She said this is a huge hit for infrastructure for 
the City.  She said she has an article on our web site.  She passed around an article by 
Rianne Hawkins promoting government transparency.   
 
Carol said that she would like to look into a “Be on the Ballot” workshop.  She asked for 
a volunteer to research.  When no one volunteered, she asked anyone interested to contact 
her.   
 
Bill Basket reported on problem properties.  He said there has been a change and a FOIA 
is not necessary.  The problem property committee will be meeting on Wednesday, May 
24th at 6:00 p.m. at Goodenow Insurance on North Grand.  Alderman Proctor will be 
present. 
 
Carol welcomed our guest speaker, Darryl Harris, Division Manger, Office of Public 
Works, Building & Zoning-Housing Division, for the City of Springfield.  Darryl said he 
had been with the city for 5 ½ months.  He gave us his history up to coming to the City.  
Darryl explained the process for complaints and answered questions that ICON had 
presented to him prior to the meeting.  He said that he feels his staff level is adequate.   
 
Darryl told us that Public Works will be using the CityWorks software and inspectors 
were all getting tablets so that they would be able to input information from their cars 



instead of waiting until they get to the office.  He encourages his inspectors to get out of 
their cars and walk around and get to know the neighborhood. 
 
Polly commented on bulky items and there was discussion regarding garbage and bulky 
items 
 
Ward 6 Alderman DiCenso 
Alderman DiCenso said she thought she did the right thing regarding the large scale 
development vote.  She said for us to note she was the only Alderman who showed up for 
our meeting.  She said that there will be an additional Ordinance.  There was considerable 
discussion regarding the large scale development vote. 
 
Community 
 
Sam had passed out information regarding the Spirited Stroll to be held at Oak Ridge 
Cemetery on Saturday, May 27th from 1:00 - 4:00.   
 
Public Works Week starts May 22nd: 
 
 Thursday 5/25 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm Public Works open house at SJR 
 
 Friday 5/26, 7:30 am Citizens Club 
    Mark Mahoney, Norm Sims & Brian Davis at the Hoagland 
    Topic:  County Roads, City Streets 
 
Ernie said branch pick up continues October and November.   
 
Ann Wilhite, a guest who was concerned about last month’s topic of trees along 
Clearlake, said she was concerned about residents of the Supportive Living Center 
working at the Adams Wild Life Center and about oak trees and oak wilt disease.  She 
said not to plant oak trees.  Carol commented that we should plant native trees. 
 
Carol announced the next meeting is Monday, June 26th.   She does not yet have a 
speaker.   
 
Meting was adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Suzie Weissberg 


