
 

 

ICON Regular Meeting - June 26, 2017 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Bill Basket (LPNA), Sam Cahnman, Michael Higgins (MBA), Carol 
Kneedler (IPNA), Aaron McEvoy (GCNA), Kevin Michelin (Harvard Park), Kerri Noonan-Lewis 
(LPNA), Paul O’Shea, Andrew Proctor (Alderman, Ward 5), Darrell Riffey (HWSNA, The 
Avenue), Sharon Riffey (HWSNA, The Avenue), Herman Senor (Alderman, Ward 2), April 
Smith, Leza Ulrich ((Harvard Park),  Marty Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Suzie Weisberg (LPNA), 
Jess Weitzel 
 
PARTICIPANTS:  Karen Davis (Director of Economic Development, City of Springfield), Jim 
Dixon (Faith Coalition for the Common Good), Don Gray (Sangamon County Clerk), Shelly 
Heideman (Faith Coalition for the Common Good), John Kelker (United Way), Jon Mollohan 
(Harvard Baptist Chapel Springfield),  Scott Sanders (Habitat for Humanity, Sangamon County) 
 
The Minutes of the May 22nd meeting were approved. 
 
Darrell gave the treasurer’s report.  Our balance is $6,163.87. 
 
Sharon gave the City Council report.  She said that the City will be welcoming a new Director for 
the Lincoln Library, who is coming to Springfield from Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  She reported that 
the amendment to the Large Scale Ordinance which we supported were defeated.  She talked 
about the TIF Ordinance referred to as the Rochester TIF.  It could be on the agenda tomorrow.  
Carol stated that it did not meet the requirements for a TIF.  Karen Davis said that the vote would 
allow a professional look.  Suzie wondered why the City would spend any money on this when it 
seems so obvious that it does not meet the requirements for a TIF.  
 
Michael said that the TIF to redo the roof of the city building might be on the agenda Tuesday 
night.  
 
We discussed growth in general in Springfield.   
 
Bill Basket reported on problem properties.  He passed out the first report from the City on 
problem properties and an ICON Problem Properties Checklist.  Carol said there is an interactive 
map on the web site.  Bill said the next meeting of the problem properties committee will be July 
19, at 6:30 at his house, 1301 North 3rd Street. 
 
Kevin stated that we need to be sensitive to income and means when we look at problem 
properties.  Some owners can not afford to correct issues.  Carol said that there are a lot of issues 
when you are talking about problem properties, boarded properties, tall weeds, garbage.  She 
agreed that we do need to be sensitive.  
 
Carol reported on the new Comprehensive Plan and said that the only review will be when it goes 
to the Springfield Planning and Zoning Commission.  Suzie said in the past the public has had the 
opportunity to review the plan.  Carol said that was not budgeted for.   
Carol called our attention to several recent newspaper articles of interest to ICON. 
 



 

 

Carol introduced our speaker Shelly Hideman with the Faith Coalition for the Common Good.  
Shelly talked about what the Faith Coalition is and how she became involved.  She said it is about 
building relationships.  They are part of Gamaliel which is both a national and state organization. 
It is faith based.  They address issues like jobs, immigration, criminal justice, racism, and civic 
engagement.   
 
Jim Dixon, also with the Coalition said they have been working mostly in older neighborhoods.   
 
Both talked about the training.  They will do local training if anyone is interested.   
 
They were asked if they would be interested in sending a representative to our meetings.  Shelly 
said that she would see if anyone would be interested in doing that.   
 
They answered questions.  Shelly said that there are 60 similar organizations in 17 states mostly 
in the mid west and the east.  She said that they help people find their own power.   
 
She said there is a training session in Carlinville November 5 - 11.   The cost is $700, which 
includes lodging and meals.  They can help with the cost if anyone would be interested. 
 
Carol asked for upcoming events: 
 
The Avenue is selling tickets to the Sliders game on July 4th.  They will get a percentage of the 
ticket sales.  There will be fireworks. 
 
JC is having an event on July 1st on the Y block. 
 
July 15th at JC Park, Stop the Violence. 
 
Bites on the boulevard in the Standard Mutual Parking lot. 
 
Alderman Senor said that several young people are working on an event that will include a concert 
on August 3rd in Lincoln Park and 3 on 3 tournament August 4 and 5.   
 
Carol reminded us of upcoming dates: June 19 - problem properties 
      July 24 - steering committee 
      July 31 - ICON meeting 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Suzie Weissberg  


