
 

 

ICON - Regular Meeting - July 31, 2017 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 
Carol called the meeting to order. 
 
PRESENT:   Bill Basket (LPNA), Sam Cahnman,  Kurt DeWeese (HWSNA), Kristin DiCenso 
(Alderman, Ward 6), Arlene Flury (VHNA), Darryl Harris (Public Works), John Kelker (United 
Way), Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Joe McMenamin (Alderman, Ward 7), Dee Nelson (VHNA), Polly 
Poskin (HPNA),  Andrew Proctor (Alderman, Ward 5), Darrell Riffey (HWSNA, The Avenue), 
Sharon Riffey (HWSNA, The Avenue), Gail Simpson, Colleen Stone (Habitat), Janine Toman 
(Ward 6), Cathy Twyman (VHNA), Marty Vandiver (Knox Knoles), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA), 
Terry Young (Trevi) 
 
Minutes were approved. 
Darrell reported there was no action this month so the beginning and ending balance is $6,163.87 
 
Carol reported that the ICON Steering Committee met on July 24th.  Some of the things 
discussed were the annual meeting, the Faith Coalition, the new Comprehensive Plan, the 
downtown traffic study and the Regional Neighborhood Network Conference (RNNC). 
 
Darryl Harris, Division Manager, Office of Public Works, Building and Zoning - Housing 
Division discussed the “lid issue” regarding dumpsters. He said that some regulations changed on 
June 9th and violations before that don’t count for that type of violation. He said that he and 
Director Mahoney are working on some new regulations. He passed around door hangers and 
explained how the City inspectors are using them. He encourages his inspectors to get out of their 
cars and to get to know the people. 
He talked about recycling and said that the free recycling at BLH ends some time in September. He 
said that the City is approaching tall grass and weeds in a different way.  They are hiring local 
lawn care people to cut grass in the same locations throughout the season. 
Darryl said they are still picking up branches from the storm damage as well as their normal 
schedule. If you have branches you can call them in. Gail Simmons requested some door hangers 
for her neighborhood’s Night Out.   
 
Colleen Stone, Habitat for Humanity, reported on large item pickup. She said that they are about 
one week out and she thinks that shows they are doing pretty good. She said that people need to 
call and get a date and then set the items out. She said that they will pick up in the alley.  She said 
that they think they will make enough money to build a house. 
She was asked what they did with the items they pick up.  She said that they recycle some, sell 
some and some are taken to the dump.  Sometimes things are gone when they go to pick them, and 
that means that someone is using that item. 
Sam asked what the limits were.  She said you can have 1 pickup of 6 items or 2 pickups of 3 
items in one year.  She said their biggest fear is to pick up something that was not supposed to be 
picked up. 
 
Bill Baskett gave an update on problem properties. The next meeting of the problem properties 
committee is 8/23/17 at 6:30 at Arlene Flury’s. He passed out a problem properties check list.  
Bill said that the committee is brainstorming how to get neighborhood representation in 



 

 

Administrative Court. 
In a discussion on registered (boarded) properties, Alderman DiCenso told us about a person 
who bought a house and was rehabbing it – and had to appear in court even though she had 
completed all work requested. She did get it worked out but was not happy that she had to go to 
Administrative Court. Carol said that the process is inconsistent from property to property. 
Alderman McMenamin asked how many registered buildings do we have and, how many have hit 
the 3 year mark. Darryl said he has those answers but will have to check when he gets to the office. 
 
Sharon gave the City Council report.  
She thanked the 3 aldermen and 2 former aldermen who were present. 
She said the Rochester TIF is still in committee. Alderman DiCenso said that it is not going 
anywhere. She said she received calls asking to reconsider, and she is a firm no. Proponents are 
calling it “east side” housing. 
Sharon said that a one-way to two-way street transportation study will be on the September 1st 
consent agenda. The study will take about 6 months and cost $165,000, which will come out of the 
down town TIF. She said that the city is going to have to do the street lights either way because 
they are past their expected life. 
Alderman DiCenso said that she plans to have a meeting on the “Y” Block to see what people 
want to see there. 
Sharon said that Alderman McMenamin has been appointed to the Illinois State Association’s 
Local Government Law Section Council. He will have the opportunity to consult on a regular 
basis with the most knowledgeable and experienced municipal attorneys practicing in the State. 
Alderman McMeniman said that sometime he would like to talk about how Peoria handles their 
problem properties. They are very progressive, requiring registration for all non-owner-occupied 
properties. 
 
Ward 7 Alderman McMenamin 
The MacArthur Boulevard feasibility study from IDOT. MacArthur from South Grand to 
Wabash. The State would like to move responsibility for the route to the City, but that would be 
very costly for the city. 
Discussed the proposed EmberClear natural gas power plant in Pawnee, which is asking to 
expand the enterprize zone to avoid $50M in sales tax on building materials. Sangamon County 
has already approved. If the plant is built, it will have a negative impact on the ability of CWLP to 
sell power on the secondary market since EmberClear can produce energy cheaper and with less 
environmental overhead. Alderman DiCenso provided background on the company, saying it has 
two bankrupcies and has been “thrown out” of Canada. They will build but not run the plant. Once 
built, they will employ about 20 full-time people. One question is whether the future payments 
from the plant to CWLP will continue when EmberClear sells the plant to another company or 
goes bankrupt. It is unknown whether EmberClear will build elsewhere if they don’t get the 
enterprize zone extension. If they do, then CWLP would experience the negative consequences of 
cheaper competition on the secondary market but without any financial renumeration. Members 
disagreed on whether the negative impact to CWLP is a sure thing or if it’s worth it to take the risk. 
DiCenso said that they are being asked to vote on a complex issut that citizens know noting about. 
Discussed the competitiveness, environmental requirements, improvements needed, and 
future needs of CWLP. Should the utility be looking to the future, perhaps considering an 
alternative to coal for itself? 
 
  



 

 

Ward 5 Alderman Proctor 
Upcoming budget will be important for ICON members, with tough choices coming up. It will be 
a lot worse than last year. We are dependent on sales tax and that is down. We need a tax on online 
sales, and he said there could be some movement on a national on line sales tax.  Carol said that 
there were other taxes proposed during the last budget that benefit surrounding communities, 
including dining tax, natural gas, and telecommunications taxes. 
 
Ward 6 Alderman DiCenso 
Council will be voting on an emergency passage for the closing of railroad crossings at Union, 
Jackson, Canedy, Allen and Cedar. This will force traffic to reroute.  
DiCenso said that the City is now operating with no Economic Development Director. The fact 
that this position is not a priority should be a problem. 
 
Regional Neighborhood Network Conference 
Carol talked about the RNNC and passed around the schedule. She said this will be her third year 
going. She said it is very interesting. Polly said you meet with like minded people who are brought 
together because they care about their cities, and it’s a diverse and dedicated group. It is will be 
held October 6 and 7 at Evansville, IN. www.RNNC2017.org  
 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
Carol said that the Comprehensive Plan is almost complete. They have taken a different approach 
than last time, starting with input from citizens. Last time they started with existing zoning and had 
lots of sectors. This time they are using city-wide policies encouraging “compact and contiguous” 
development. If the plan is followed, then computer simulations indicate that infill will happen 
even without significant growth. Carol said she likes the plan and that it protects neighborhoods 
and she hopes neighborhood leaders and aldermen will support it. The plan should be available to 
the public in early September, be debated at a special public meeting of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission in October and then go to the Aldermen for consideration at a regular meeting in early 
November. ICON will consider holding a meeting to review the plan on September 25. 
 
Announcements 
National Night Out for multiple neighborhoods. 
Alderman Proctor announced that Saturday will be the last Sliders home game; he can get tickets 
for anyone working with children; call him if you want tickets. 
Next ICON meeting August 28 – speaker Deborah Hereford, Springfield Housing Authority, 
Section 8. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Suzie Weissberg,  
Recording Secretary 

http://www.rnnc2017.org/

