
Springfield ICON Meeting Minutes 
April 28, 2014 
 
Guest Speakers 
Our April ICON meeting focused on "green issues" and featured presentations by three diverse groups; 
Sustainable Springfield Inc., Springfield Community Gardens and Springfield Bicycle Club. 
 
Jim Johnston, Sustainable Springfield, www.SustainableSpringfield.org 
Jim provided background information on the not-for-profit group founded in 2006. Sustainable Springfield is a 
clearinghouse for environmental groups, with their main communication tool their website, which lists 
practices which improve sustainability in Springfield ,e.g., recycling. 
Sustainability is having adequate resources for the current population and for future generations. Costs of 
sustainable practices may initially be higher, but provide savings and environmental benefits for the future. 
One of Springfield's major success stories in sustainability was the 2006 agreement between CWLP and the 
Sierra Club requiring the use of wind energy for part of Springfield’s power output. Another area of strength in 
Springfield is the commitment of Lincoln Land Community College's Workforce Center to green technology. 
This curriculum will be a job creator going forward and will support expanded sustainability practices in 
Springfield. 
http://www.llcc.edu/workforce/WorkforceDevelopmentCommunityEducation/tabid/3633/Default.aspx 
Jim stated that Illinois is the number one state in promoting green buildings and discussed two nearby 
communities, Normal and Decatur, as examples of forward thinking on sustainability issues. The City of 
Decatur has hired a full-time sustainability planner. 
Vera Garrett, Springfield Community Gardens Family Fit Center 
Vera began her presentation by describing the group's beginnings in 2009 with 27 volunteers. Their initial 
gardening efforts involved beautifying a trash- and bottle-strewn lot on East Miller St. Since that humble 
beginning, Springfield Community Gardens has expanded from merely growing fresh produce for the 
neighborhood to generating enough to be shared with the Central Illinois Food Bank and St. John's Breadline. 
The organization works with multiple generations of neighborhood residents and has brought in a chef and 
several doctors to promote healthy eating and exercise programs. A fresh-from-the-farm curriculum promotes 
the benefits of eating various types of vegetables such as Swiss Chard. Healthy eating on a budget is 
emphasized, as is the use of WIC coupons at local farmers markets. 
By 2013, the number of participants in Springfield Community Gardens programs had grown to 1,261, and the 
number of classes available to neighborhood residents had increased from four to 45. Financial management 
and anger management classes are now offered, and a Neighborhood Watch Program has been started. 
Residents of Poplar Place established a new community gardening program in 2013. As the community garden 
program expands, neighborhoods are improving due to healthier lifestyles and stronger families. 
Vera closed her presentation by suggesting that community gardening in Springfield could expand further if 
local government would allow zoning for such gardens and provide an easily accessible list of available vacant 
lots. 
Tom Clark, President of the Springfield Bicycle Club (SBC) & Michael Higgins, ICON and SBC member, 
http://www.spfldcycling.org/ 
Tom and Michael discussed Springfield's attempt to become a recognized "Bicycle Friendly Community", an 
honor awarded by the League of American Bicyclists. Only eight communities in Illinois, mostly in the Chicago 
area, have been named Bicycle Friendly Communities. Springfield's application will be submitted to the League 
of American Bicyclists in August 2014. 

http://www.llcc.edu/workforce/WorkforceDevelopmentCommunityEducation/tabid/3633/Default.aspx
http://www.spfldcycling.org/


Our local bicycle club has partnered with the Bicycle Advocacy Group to support enhancements for bicyclists 
and pedestrians in the Springfield area. Such enhancements improve the overall quality of life and lead to 
generally healthier communities. Bicycling and walking, along with taking mass transit, reduce the demand for 
fossil fuels and help limit pollution. 
The State of Illinois recently approved its first Bike Transportation Plan which includes a complete streets plan, 
www.illinoisbikeplan.com, to integrate needs of both motorists and cyclists. Under Illinois law, bicyclists have 
the same right to the road as motorists. Of particular interest to the Springfield area is the Bicycle-Pedestrian 
plan developed by the Regional Planning Commission. This plan connects neighborhoods and tries to serve 
areas that have few cars and depend heavily on riding bikes and walking. Safe routes to schools are also 
emphasized in the plan. 
Tom and Michael concluded their portion of the meeting by passing out the Springfield Area Bicycle Map 
which highlights the best places to ride in the area.  
 
City of Springfield Ward Redistricting 
The April 28th meeting concluded with a brief discussion of proposed Springfield Ward Map. Revisions aimed 
at keeping neighborhoods together as much as possible are to be brought to the city council. Changes would 
require population swaps; the map must be completed by August 2014. 
 
March Minutes 
The March 31, 2014 minutes were approved as presented. 
Treasurer Report 
Treasurer Bill Castor reported $1,918.05 in the bank account. 
City Council 
ICON unanimous voted to support a video gambling ordinance that would limit new video gambling permits to 
those businesses making more than 60% of their revenue from non-gambling sources. 
Outreach Committee 
ICON’s Earth Day participation resulted in 13 people signing up to receive ICON information.  Neha Soni won 
the $50 gift certificate to the Bike Doctor. 
ICON’s new posters and banners were on display at Earth Day and at the meeting. 
Marty discussed plans for the ICON picnic on June 8; volunteers will be needed. 
ICON will be presented the Mayor’s Historic Preservation Award for Neighborhood Preservation on May 5. 
May Meeting 
The May meeting will be May 19 instead of the last Monday due to Memorial Day: Alderman Cory Jobe & 
Rianne Hawkins from City Clerk’s Office will be our speakers, and we will vote on ByLaws language. 
 
Attendees 
Mark Anderson, Ruth Anderson, Sam Cahnman, Bill Castor, Steve Combs, Jeanette Eichhorn, Michael Higgins, 
Bryan Johnsrud, Carol Kneedler, Kerry Lewis, Kevin Mihelcic, Dee Nelson, Marilyn Piland, Darrel Riffey, Sharon 
Riffey, Cathy Twyman, Marty Vandiver, Suzie Weissberg 
Guests 
Sam Cahnman, Tom Clark (Springfield Bicycle Club), Vera Garrett (SCGCFFC), Jim Johnston (Sustainable 
Springfield), Melody LaMar (Sustainable Springfield), Sheila Little (Aristocracy Hill), Katie Page (SCGCFFC), Earl 
Reese 
 
Submitted by: Martin Vandiver, Secretary 

http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/departments/regionalplanning/documents/Transportation/SATS/Documents/Bike_Ped_Plan/Final%20SATS%20Bicycle%20and%20Pedestrian%20Plan.pdf
http://www.co.sangamon.il.us/departments/regionalplanning/documents/Transportation/SATS/Documents/Bike_Ped_Plan/Final%20SATS%20Bicycle%20and%20Pedestrian%20Plan.pdf
http://www.bikelib.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/SpringfieldMapV2.pdf

