
 
 

 
 

ICON - Regular Meeting - April 25, 2016 
First Church of the Brethren 

2109 Yale Boulevard, Springfield, IL 
 

Carol Kneedler called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m. 
Members Present: Bill Baskett (LPNA), Arlene Flury, Carol Kneedler (IPNA), Polly Poskin 
(Harvard Park); Ernie Slotag (CCNA), Marty Vandiver (Knox Knolls), Suzie Weissberg (LPNA), 
Terry Young (Trevi Gardens) 
Attendees:  Stella Dean; Jim Dixon, Faith Coalition; Ernesto Johnson (FCCG); John Kelker 
(United Way); Leza Ulrich (SALA);  Ward 5 Alderman Proctor, Ward 7 Alderman McMeninim, 
Lynn McMeninium, Jim Kent (Springfield Sliders) 
 
Minutes from the March meeting were approved. 
Darryl Riffey, Treasurer was absent.  Carol reported a balance of $3,668.48. 
Carol reported that the Frontier League made a presentation before the City Council on 4/19. 
 
Salvation Army Relocation to Gold’s Gym 
Carol reported on the presentation of the neighborhood at the City Council meeting regarding the 
relocation of the Salvation Army to the Gold’s Gym Building. Residents presented their concerns 
and cited quality of life. We have been asked to speak in support of neighbors.  
Carol’s proposed points: 

• Neighbors and Ward 2 Alderman Senor were not included in the process. 
• Due to the current lack of resources and complaint-driven process, ordinances aren’t enforced; 

some properties lack garbage service; and the city can’t limit the impact of residents who 
negatively impact their neighbors. The City can‘t promise that issues won’t be worse by the 
traffic brought into this neighborhood; that a future council won’t undo the promises made 
now; that this move won’t cause this neighborhood to become even more a preferred location 
for future undesirable uses. 

• Concerns expressed by residents of the surrounding neighborhood are realistic concerns based 
on the history and the current state of the city, and the current decision-making process. 

ICON’s Request to Council: 
• Recognize that neighbor’s concerns are reasonable and based in reality. 
• Change the way you approach decision-making to include all stakeholders, especially the 

property-owners and neighbors whose day-to-day lives and long-term well-being are most 
impacted. 

• Develop a new perspective on the skills and energy and commitment neighborhood residents 
bring to the table and with a resolve to welcome those neighbors and neighborhoods into one 
Springfield that is working together on our problems. 

• Provide not just rail relocation jobs, but real economic development of vacant lots and 
substandard housing; improve the appeal to new residents with additional disposable income 
& business development for services and good jobs. 

• Systematically and cohesively address over a century of racism. 
The Council is discussing TIF Funds for the Salvation Army.  It was stated that the Salvation 
Army is upside down on their existing building project. Suzie said that she does feel this is an 
ICON issue. Marty agreed. Polly said that her office is near and families and children use the park. 
There was discussion regarding the lack of public transportation; busses do not run there; people 
will be walking through the park. 



 
 

 
 

Suzie made a motion that we do consider this an ICON issue.  Marty seconded the motion.  
Motion passed.  
Railroad Relocation 
Carol said that there will be a special Council meeting April 26 at 5:30 to approve the 
intergovernmental agreement between the City of Springfield, IDOT and Sangamon County for 
rail relocation from 3rd Street to 10th Street. Alderman McMenamin said the City, IDOT and the 
State need a commitment from Union Pacific to move their trains to 10th Street. 
Outreach 
Marty reported on outreach.  We have 21 members, 3 new, 1 renewed.  Some were from the 
letters that were sent out. He said he is hoping that the Journal-Register will do some articles on 
where Springfield stands and how it compares to other communities. 
Garbage, Alley Cleanups, Recycling Center 
Polly talked about the alley clean up in Harvard Park Neighborhood Association.  She passed 
around a picture of all they collected.  Marty said this would make a good article for the Journal 
Register.  Polly said this shows that the system is not working.  Carol said there were no bids for 
a recycling center. 
Carol briefly mentioned the following: 

• Enos Park opened their Salvage shop, where they have been collecting old house parts, on 
April 23. 

• ICON Created a new document “Creating a Neighborhood Association”, and we’re 
partnering with The Office of Community Relations to promote it. 

• The Toxic Charity Conference and specifically the Urban Development breakout session. 
• Carol said she would be attending the State of the City Lunch 

Problem Properties 
Carol discussed the changes to the 2016-099 and 2016-100. 
Alderman Proctor said they may be voted on at the May 3rd meeting. He is waiting for comments 
from the realtors. Carol requested Neighborhood Associations be present and speak in favor. 
 
Guest Speaker Ward 7 Alderman Joe McMenamin 
Alderman McMenamin explained an ordinance he and Alderman Fulgenzi are sponsoring which 
will propose a .02 cent per gallon tax on gasoline. The ordinance requests that the tax expire after 3 
years. It is expected to raise 2 Million per year for 3 years. This would be used for infrastructure 
and equipment. Other cities have a gas tax. 
 
He also mentioned an idea Circuit Judge Candidate Rick Verticcio has regarding having court in 
the evening and on weekends, and updated us on the residency requirement Ordinance.   
 
Guest Speaker Jim Kent, Springfield Sliders 
Carol introduced our second guest, Jim Kent of the Springfield Sliders. He updated us on the 
Sliders. He explained how they operate and a little about their finances. He said they have never 
gone to the City and asked for money. 
 
Carol reminded us that the May meeting will be on May 26 due to Memorial Day. 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Suzie Weissberg 


