ICON SC 3/25: Recap Election Forum and Endorsement, Focus for 2019

Present: Carol Kneedler, Jess Weitzel, Polly Poskin, Kurt DeWeese, Susie Weissman, Jill Steiner,
Arlene Flury, Dee Nelson, Bill Baskett, Donna Mathis, Paul O’Shea, Rianne Hawkins, Tom
Raymond, Marty Vandiver, April Poole

1. Convened at 6:31pm
2. ICON Business
A. Treasurer’s Report

a.

Total Balance as of 3/11/19: $9,350.68
1. Deposits (3/11/19-3/25/19): $210
2. Expenses: $380.65 (Inn at 835) + $1,495 (SJ-R endorsements) + $1,136 =
3,011.65
3. Balance as of 3/25/19: $6,549.05

B. ICON annual donates to the First Church of the Brethren as a thank you for their allowing
us to use this space for our meetings

a.
b.

2018 donation was $150
Motion to donate $150 to Church made by Arlene Flury, seconded by Jill Steiner, all
approved

C. Annual Meeting recap

a.

b.

C.

d.

“Lost” approximately $600 in revenue but we had a great speaker and a follow up
workshop the next day so it was a great event for us to sponsor
Approval of minutes: Polly Poskin made the motion, Arlene F. seconded, all
approved
Takeaways: great to have such an engaging speaker; it raised our profile locally;
renaming the event as an effort to better market the event?; good to keep spending
money on this event because we attracted new attendees
Ideas for next year’s speaker?
1. NPR 4-part city series on livability of small to mid-size cities - professor from
University of Minnesota? Or someone like that.
2. Someone from South Bend, IN to talk about their revitalization
3. Segregated in the Heartland series from Governing magazine - specifically
cities segregated by infrastructure like rail lines
4. Note: If we have someone come to speak who is from a specific community,
it’s a good idea to have a decision-maker come with from that same
community who can speak to how the plan was received.
5. Having a speaker who can focus on neighborhood development questions
6. Having a speaker who can speak to livability issues

D. Aldermanic Candidate Forum recap

a.

Takeaways: the candidates stuck to the format well; well-attended; John
Stremsterfer was a great moderator; breaking it into two nights was a good idea; is
there a way to brook some sort of civil debate between the candidates within each
ward?; keep the planning early on so that our forum is at or towards the beginning
of the year is 2023; make sure to call out candidates running in other races; have an
opportunity for non-aldermanic candidates to speak, like before the start of the
aldermanic forum; great location

E. Candidate Endorsement recap

a.
b.

Approval of minutes: Jess Weitzel, Jill S., all approved
Springfield Daily and SJ-R present at press conference, Newschannel20 did not
attend



1. Polly will speak with Bernie Schoenberg about our endorsements
2. Polly will speak with Jim Leach to cover the radio
3. Carol working on social media posts this week
c. Submitted campaign disclosure forms to IL State Board of Elections
1. Still awaiting letters from ILSBE regarding fines and will update membership as
soon as we get the letters
d. Takeaways for the next endorsement meeting: have food next time; have non-voting
members do the voting tally count; make it more of a community event; do a straw
poll at next forum as a non-binding advisory
F.  City Council updates:
a. Downtown TIF request for $7.2MM hotel on site of current 4th & Washington City-
owned ramp
1. McMenamin was the only alderman who wanted to slow the process down to
make sure the impacts wouldn’t be unforeseen
2. Ongoing questions of available parking
3. Element of “too good to be true”?
4. Article available in recent issue of lllinois Times that digs into the proposal
b. New Developer’s Agreement passed last week
1. Unsure what will happen to the existing “letters of credit”
2. Will require the developer to pay for road improvements upfront
c. Comprehensive Plan Update
1. Neighborhood plans are progressing; we should be seeing something from the
Comp Plan implementation committee regarding guidelines for developing
neighborhood plans
iscussion: 2019 focus for ICON
Municipal elections: forums, endorsements, publicity
City Council watch
Problem Properties Committee will continue its work
Promote RNNC participation
Pay attention to budget issues
Waste/Recycling focus
a. Proposal sent to the Mayor’s office by Public Works: single hauler (Republic) that
would come every two weeks, April-December
1. Budget included discussions of “service enhancements” - possibly related to
this?
4. |CON Platform on Garbage and Problem Properties
A. Provided to several aldermen, the Mayor, and Mahoney
B. Committee consists of Bill, Carol, Polly, Arlene, Dee, and Marty
C. Garbage Platform
a. Divide the city into sectors
1. Specific sectors define need of services within that geography
b. Bill/fee associated with person who receives a water bill for that property
c. Comments: there are two subdivisions with HOAs that contract corporately with
waste haulers to provide extra services that would likely want to be exempted from
that policy
D. Problem Properties Platform
a. CC should support budget issues directly related to this issue: attorneys,
inspectors, etc.
b. Focus on collecting fees appropriately at Administrative Court, not strictly
abatement
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1. With a caveat that property owners who cannot afford improvements are taken
into consideration

c. Violators should always pay for City resources, unless they can prove there were no
violations

d. The City Treasurer should collect Administrative Court

e. Introduce a non owner-occupied property registry

f. Introduce an ordinance that would focus on perennial, multi-year permits

g. Introduce a Administrative Court fee that is baseline of $65 and is charged across

the board (unless the property owner can prove the violation did not occur)
1. Current fees:
A. $65 processing fees, that don’t get charged if the property owner works
towards abatement
5. April meeting focus: ICON identity will be discussed at April meeting in a SWOT format after
Bill McCarty’s presentation
6. Community Announcements
A. Annual Meeting Monday November 18th at Inn at 835
B. April meeting speaker (Bill McCarty) will discuss city budget impacts on neighborhoods
C. Another church likely to come and use this facility on Monday nights so ICON’s location
may be the basement or the Sanctuary
D. New large item pickup flyer: Bill going to go door-to-door to provide the flyer; suggesting
others do so as well
7. Adjourned at 8:12pm

Respectfully submitted,
Jess Weitzel
ICON Steering Committee Secretary



